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Part 1: Open to the Public – Item No. 

 

REPORT OF 

 
The Strategic Director for People  

 
TO 

 

Procurement Board 
 

ON 
 

13th July 2022 

 
TITLE:   Approval to Award the Contract for home to school transport services for the 

Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre      

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That Procurement Board approve the award of school transport services for the 

Alderbrook Primary Partnership Centre, as detailed in the table below: 
 

Detail required Answers 

Title/Description of Contracted 
Service/Supply/Project 

Home to school transport services for the Alder 
Brook Primary Partnership Centre      

Name of Successful Contractor  MDS Minibuses Ltd 

Supplier Registration Number 

(to be supplied by Corporate Procurement) 
082156710 

Type of organisation 

(to be supplied by Corporate Procurement) 
Private Limited Company 

Status of Organisation 

(to be supplied by Corporate Procurement) SME 

Contract Value (£) £1,014,000 in total contract value including 
extensions, £202,800 per annum estimated 

Contract Duration  35 months 

Contract Start Date  06/09/2022 

Contract End Date  20/07/2025 

Optional Extension Period 1 24 months 

Optional Extension Period 2 n/a 

Who will approve each Extension 
Period? 

Procurement Board (extension > £150k) 
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Detail required Answers 
Contact Officer (Name & number) Pete Hardman 0161 925 1363 

Lead Service Group 

 
People Services 

How the contract was procured? 

(to be supplied by procurement) 

Through a mini competition under the Dynamic 
Purchasing System for Transport framework 

Framework Details (where applicable) 

(procurement body, framework 
reference & title, start/ end date 

Dynamic Purchasing System for Transport 
framework 

Funding Source Grant 

Ethical Contractor (EC): Mayor’s 
Employment Charter 

  

  

EC: Committed to sign up to charter x 

EC: Accredited Living Wage Employer  

 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 
This report recommends to Procurement Board the award of a contract for home to 

school transport services for the Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre to MDS 
Minibuses Ltd, following approval by Procurement Board to undertake an open tender 
in accordance with the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules through a mini-competition 

under the Dynamic Purchasing System for Transport framework. 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

 

 Report of the Strategic Director for People to Procurement Board on 13th April 

2022 - ‘Approval to go out to competition for home to school transport services 
for the Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre’      

 Home to School Transport Policy 2018 

 

 
KEY DECISION: YES 

 
 

 
DETAILS: 

 
Background 

Pupils attending Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre have been excluded from 

mainstream provision. The Centre delivers to Key Stage 1 and 2. Pupils are aged 5-11 
years of age.  



 3 

 
Pupils are taken to-and-from school and between mainstream education and the Centre 
when receiving mixed provision off-site to support personalised learning and also to 

assessment appointments which impact upon their educational achievement. The Local 
Authority is obliged to facilitate transport under the Education Act 1996 and the Education 

and Inspections Act 2006.   
 

The Procurement Process 

The opportunity was issued to all contractors approved on to the Dynamic Purchasing 
System for Transport framework, inviting them to submit a bid in April 2022. 

 
There were two expressions of interest. However only one company submitted a bid by the 
date and time specified.  MDS Minibuses Ltd, who are the incumbent provider on this 

contract, returned a compliant tender. 
 

The tender evaluation exercise was undertaken by a panel of officers from People 
Directorate, Commissioning and Partnerships, the Passenger Transport Unit and a 
representative of Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre, all of whom worked together to 

develop the specification. 
 
 

The tender submission was evaluated against the following criteria of quality at price 50%, 

quality 30%, and Social Value 20% to determine the most economically advantageous 
tender.  

 
The tender was scored as follows: 

 

 
Name of Bidder 

 
Price 
Score  
(Max 
50%) 

Quality 
Score 
(Max 
30%) 

Social 
Value 
Score 

(Max 20%) 

Total 
Score 
(Max 
100%) 

MDS Minibuses Ltd 50 % 24% 16% 90% 

 
 

 

The annual spend of £202,800 or £1,014,000 over the potential five-year period of the 
contract is based on forecasted trends of numbers of pupils and routes needed, therefore 

any spend figure can only be a best estimate at this point.  
 

Social Value 

Economic Development 

All MDS Minibuses Ltd., Employees are from the local area.  There are seven employees, 
two of them will be working full time on the contract and the other five will cover 5 hrs per 

day per week over the duration of the school year.  
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The company spends money to provide their service, within the local area using the 
following companies:- 

 

MVS (Monton Van Sales) 
Costco 

BP Garage Eccles 
Motor World 
Quickco Trafford Park 

Britannia Minibuses Ltd 
Swinton Travel 

Chris Perry Transport 
Vonnies Wheels 
Eccles Car Wash and Valeting Services 

 
MDS Minibuses Ltd have previously supplied Alderbrook Primary Partnership Centre with 

football kits and additional free transport to facilitate competition in the local schools’  
football programme and employees of the company also volunteer in the school. In addition 
MDS Minibuses Ltd provides 60 hours per annum of free transport to the local Supper Club 

and local Stroke Club. All of this support amounts to approximately 200 hours of staff time 
per year which would continue during the life of the new contract. 

 
Climate Emergency 
 

MDS Minibuses Ltd., is currently upgrading all of its vehicles to make sure that they are 
Euro 6 Compliant as part of its wider plans to address the requirements upcoming Clean 
Air legislation and the need to reduce carbon emissions.  

 
 
Recommendation 

That Procurement Board approves the award of a contract for home to school transport 
services for the Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre to MDS Minibuses Ltd. 

 

 

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Home to School Transport Policy 2018

 

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: N/A 

 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  

 
There is a low risk that the contract will not be successful and if it is not awarded, then 

the Local Authority would not meet its obligation to facilitate transport for pupils at the 
school  
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SOURCE OF FUNDING:   Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre has the budget 

for the transport costs for the tender period via funding from the Dedicated Schools 
Grant.  

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Tony Hatton, Principal Solicitor. Tel: 0161 219 

6323 Date: 24th May 2022 

 
When commissioning contracts for the procurement of goods, services or the 

execution of works the Council as a ‘contracting authority’ must comply with the Public 
Contract Regulations 2015 (PCR) as well as the provisions of its own Contractual 

Standing Orders (CSO’s), Financial Regulations and the duties of Best and Social 
value, failing which the award of a contract may be subject to legal challenge.  
 

The Council must ensure continuity of these transport services to meet the legal 
requirements for transporting children between mainstream education settings and 

PRU.  
 
The report sets out that the Council proposes to enter into a contract following a 

following a mini competition exercise under the dynamic purchasing system 
arrangement. The Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) is a procedure available for 

contracts for works, services and goods commonly available on the market. As a 
procurement tool, it has some aspects that are similar to an electronic framework 
agreement, but where new suppliers can join at any time.  

 
The carrying out of a compliant procurement exercise will ensure that the risk of 
challenge to the award of the contract to the selected provider is minimal and that any 

challenge, should it materialise, is unlikely to be successful. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by Chris Mee, Strategic Finance Manager. 
Tel: 0161 778 0434 Date: 27th May 2022 

   

The cost of this contract is met from within AlderBrook Primary Partnership Centre 

budget which is funded from their Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) allocation.  
The estimated contract cost contained within this report of circa £202k pa, represents 
a worst case scenario based on both an increase in the rate and the potential 

increase in demand/activity. This potential increase has been built into the budget 
planning for the AlderBrook Primary Partnership Centre.   

 
PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by Deborah Derbyshire, Category 
Manager. Tel: 0161 686 6244  Date: 20th May 2022 

 

The procurement process is outlined in the report above.  This is compliant with the 

Procurement Contract Regulations and the Councils Contractual Standing Orders. 
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HR IMPLICATIONS: Not Applicable 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by Michael Hemmingway, Principal 
Officer, Climate Change. Tel: 0161 793 3209 Date: 23rd May 2022 

 

Supplied in consultation with Michael Hemingway - as discussed above in ‘Social 
Value, MDS minibuses is currently upgrading all of its vehicles to ensure that they 
are Euro 6 Compliant as part of its wider plans to address the requirements of 

upcoming Clean Air legislation and the need to reduce carbon emissions. 

 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED:  n/a.

 
CONTACT OFFICERS: Pete Hardman 0161 925 1363 / Steve Titley 07977 495 118.

 

WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:  Potentially a number of different wards, 

dependant on future home addresses of the pupils who require transport. 

 
 
 

 


